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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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But can we not see how offensive this utilitarian approach to God is? We would hardly limit our earthly friendships to those who can be of "use" to us, yet this is what we seem to do with God. James Houston comments on this when he says, "Just as the pragmatist has no friends because he simply 'uses' people, so pragmatic Christians -- and they are indeed numerous today -- use God and do not realize the need to know Him intimately."


When Jesus said, "It is more blessed to give than to receive" (Acts 20:35), He pointed to a principle that is as applicable to God as to our fellow human beings. Even with God, we should derive more joy from giving than from getting. And even when we are giving, it should not merely be because that is the way to "get" more blessedness. God was not created for us; we were created for Him. Yet how many of us "are expecting Jesus Christ to quench our thirst when we should be satisfying Him! We should be pouring out our lives, investing our total beings, not drawing on Him to satisfy us" (Oswald Chambers). To seek God truly we must desire, simply and purely, to fill His heart with gladness.





  (Word Point by Gary Henry)








			JP





     Notice a few things that Paul says about the duties of members:


     "For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another" (Romans 12:4-5).


     "For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ . . . For the body is not one member, . . . But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.  And if they were all one member, where were the body? But now are they many members, yet but one body . . . Now are ye the body of Christ, and members in particular" (1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 18-20, 27).


    "Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbor: for we are members one of another" (Ephesians 4:25).


     In the first passage, Paul uses the various parts of the human body to illustrate how individuals make up the spiritual body of Christ.  The word "office" is used in the sense of a function.  Every member of a human body has a function to perform, but all members do not perform the same function.  So it is in the body of Christ.  Every member has his place in the church, with a work to perform; if one member fails to do his work, the church suffers to that extent.  It is a serious thought.


This teaching is emphasized again by the apostle in 1 Corinthians 12:12-27.  There are many members composing the human body, yet there is only one body.  "So also is Christ."  The lesson is plain.  There are many members composing 


the spiritual body, yet there is but one body (1 Corinthians 12:20).  And just as





Members of the church must love one another.  How many are going to lose their souls because of failure here?  Jesus said, "A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you . . . By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another" (John 13:34-35).  If you really want to know how our testimony appears to the world in this matter, go out and ask them!  They will tell you the truth about it--the plain, harsh, indicative truth!  But we are afraid even to ask ourselves!  Some brethren seem to cherish the hope of heaven without practicing the principle of love toward the brethren.  Do they not believe the Bible?  I suppose we all think, however, that God will make an exception in our case, just to get us into heaven because of who we are.  Some must feel that way, judging from attitudes that prevail.  How bright is your hope of heaven in view of Bible teaching on love?


     Members of Christ's body must continue in the faith.  If at last they are to be presented holy and unblameable and unreprovable in God's sight, they must be faithful even to their last moment on the earth (Colossians 1:22-23).  Christianity is not a seasonal or intermittent religion--it is constant, steady, and unceasing; woven into the texture of the mind so as to become an innate part of the being of one who is a member of the body of Christ.  The man who is not godly every day is not really godly any day.  There is no stopping place in the religion of Christ.


Let every Christian renew his determination to perform faithfully the function that belongs to him as a member of the body of Christ, unto the glory and praise of Him Who loved us, and gave Himself up for us.





					





What Are Members of the Church To Do?


By Claude Holcomb








each member of the physical body has its own function or use, so it is in the spiritual body.


     Christians must ever strive to maintain the unity God designed for the body of Christ, "for we are members one of another" (Ephesians 4:25).  Members of our physical bodies constitute a unit, and none of them rebels because it cannot perform the function of another.  Nor does it withdraw from the body because it is not humored and pampered; it does not resent other members performing functions it is unable to perform; it does not seek to hinder the work of other parts because it dislikes them; it does not sulk and pout because it feels it has been slighted.  "So also is Christ."


     Members of the body of Christ are to be holy in life.  "Follow after peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord" (Hebrews 12:14).  The church today is in dire need of men and women who will "follow after peace" in deed and in truth, rather than going about making divisions.  Many pious platitudes are intoned with reference to peace that have no real meaning because the deeds of the propagators are inconsistent with their claims.  When men accuse other brethren of being "poisoned" because they do not strictly conform to their own views, they have little place to cry consistently for peace.  Genuine peacemakers do more practicing than prating in promoting peace. Striving toward peace is an element of "holiness without which no man shall see the Lord.  It is strange that some brethren are so anxious to contend for the faith with reference to baptism, but are careless to the extreme concerning gospel teaching 


on holiness.  If the church of the Lord is to prosper, its members must be holy in life.  Those who are striving to this end will not see the Lord.








Unconditional Reverence


Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king. But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up."


(Daniel 3:16-18)





We should revere God for who He is, and not merely for what He does that may be of benefit to us personally. It is right to worship God because He is God, period. There need be no other consideration. Whatever serves the greater glory of God's wise purposes, that should be our desire, even in cases where His glory might require Him to refrain from saving us (1 Samuel 3:18).


It's a sad truth that much of our seeking amounts to a subtle form of bargaining with God. We'll agree to do this or that aspect of His will . . . as long as He is willing to do this or that to make it worth our while. All too often, that which we call our "obedience" is contingent on some sort of payoff -- if not in the short term, at least in the long. And if God doesn't do as we wish, then we're tempted to complain, "What good is God?"
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;   Sis. Elaine Clem; Sis. Susan Bisbing


Bro. Rick Hulsey and his mother


Bro. Wes Guyton's mother; 


Bro. Glendon Smith recovering from shoulder surgery and Courtney Smith and her health problems Chris Jackson recovering from a broken leg.  Bro. Jack Green recovering from knee surgery and 


Sis. Joyce Green with her back pain


The many who were out on Wed. night with colds and flu.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby.


____________________________


Ladies Bible Class


Monday Night at 7:30 PM


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Jeremy Green


Song Leader---Ken Gay


Lord's Supper---Cecil Douthitt


   Asst. 1-----Grant Hicks


   Asst. 2-----Joey Jackson


   Asst. 3-----Brad Bowman


   Asst. 4-----Ron Wood


   Asst. 5-----Drew Bowman


2nd Prayer----Jason Gaston


Read Scripture---George Wilcox


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Michael Burke


Closing Prayer-----David Holmes


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Mark Bowman


Song Leader-------Drew Bowman


2nd Prayer------Jack Green


Read Scripture --Steve Tramell                Sermon----Dion Clark


Lord's Supper----Cecil Douthitt


Announcements----Michael Burke


Closing Prayer-----Joe Phillips


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Zack Huff


Invitation---Marty Hammond


Closing Prayer---Steve Huff





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














